CHAPTER VI

A LEG, A LADY, AND A TRAGEDY

MY first object in the plan outlined for me by Rak was to ingratiate
myself with some of Rasputin's friends, and for this I had a plan
of my own. I determined to connect myself right from the start
with Rasputin's most intimate friend, the reputed German spy
ManouilofF.

This ManouilofF was a well-known figure in Petrograd. He was

a Jew, nimble-brained, a witty talker, popular with women, and

cultivated by men because he was reputed to have more knowledge

of all the ways, legal and illegal, by which money could be made

than anyone else in Petrograd. For all his knowledge, Manouiloff

was not a rich man. He was not the money-making type of Jew.

Money was too diverse for Manouiloff; it flowed in too many

fascinating channels, all of which he loved to explore for the sheer

pleasure he got out of pitting his wits against the rocks and currents

that were supposed to make navigation difficult in them. Honest

men looked askance at his cleverness and wished his suggestions

were not so diabolically tempting and ingenious, while the less*

honest looked at Manouiloff and wondered why it was that only

crooked men had such beautifully crooked ideas. But he made

enough money by journalism and supplying financial information

to be seen night after night in Petrograd's smartest restaurants.

The Commission had supplied me with some details of his

earlier history. At one time he had been in the employment of

the secret police and had been sent by them to Paris, where he

had spied upon the Russian revolutionaries residing there. He had

sent back news of a bomb-throwing plot which was being organized

from London, and had played a part in the stealing of a code from

the Japanese Embassy during the Russo-Japanese War. He had

also been employed as an agent provocateur in the 1905 disturbances,

There was a further suspicious circumstance, regarding him as a

German spy, in that he had originally been friendly with a group

of Rasputin's enemies and had only recently cultivated the holy

peasant* s acquaintance.

The plan I had formed was to approach the Jew with a scheme
tor founding a magnificent physical-culture institution in Petrograd
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